One of the most recent and
difficult issues for the courts to
decide today is grandparent visita-
tion. Does a grandparent have
legal rights to visit his or her
grandchildren? Yes, buc the grand-
parent must jump through legal
hoops to prove to the court that it
is in the grandchildren’s best inter-
ests to have visitation .with their
grandparents.

Before filing a lawsuit, the
grandparent should first try to
settle the conflict outside of court
action for several reasons: a lawsuit
is expensive and can damage fami-
ly relationships. Communication

remain open at all times, if possi-
ble. If the parties stop talking than
it may be time for the grandparents
to see an attorney.

An attbrncy can mediate the
family problems to try and resolve

family counselor who may be bet-
ter equipped to solve family con-
flicts and ultimately visitation with
the giandchildren. The attorney
can write a letter requesting specif-
ic times and places for visitation
with the grandchildren ata neutral
meeting place to prevent further
conflict. The letter to. the non-
cooperative parent may wake him
or her up to the reality that the

grandparent is serious about tak-
ing legal action to get visitation.

If the attorney’s letter does
not work with the non-cooperative
parent, then the grandparent has
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two avenues by which they may be
granted visitation rights: (1) join-
der in custody proceeding between
the parents or (2) the grandpar-
ent’s independent petition with
the court. The court “may” grant
reasonable visitation to a grand-
parent of a minor child provided
the court determines grandparent
visitation is in the child’s best
interest. The grandparent secking
yisitation must give notice to each
of the child’s parents, any steppar-
ent, and any person who has phys-
ical custody of the child.
However, if both parents agree
that visitation is not in the child’s
best interest, the grandparent will
have a more difficult time con-
vincing a court that they should be
granted  visitation with their
grandchildren.
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